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Geotextile tube Structure

Project Brief
Raccoon Island 
Marsh Creation
Weeks Marine, Inc. for Natural Resources 
Conservation Service  

Completed May 2013

Raccoon Island, Terrebonne Parish, LA

Project Highlights
	» Installed 4,620 LF of scour aprons and 400 FT 

of geotextile tubes.

	» Geotextile tubes and score aprons protected 
shoreline from erosion, securing a pelican 
breeding ground

	» Recommended solutions as site conditions 
changed from when the project was 
originally planned

Project Description
J.F. Brennan Company1 (Brennan) worked on the 
Raccoon Island Marsh Creation project led by the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. The 
project aimed to create a more extensive breeding 
ground for pelicans by installing a dike, dredging 
material from the ocean, and protecting the area from 
further erosion.

Brennan was responsible for installing 4,620 LF 
of scour aprons and 400 FT of geotextile tubes 
to protect the shoreline from erosion on Raccoon 
Island, a Louisiana Barrier Island. The original plan 
called for geotextile tube installation along the entire 
length of a berm, but the sediments available for 
pumping were too fine to lift the geotextile tubes to 
the desired height.

We collaborated closely with the general contractor 
and client, Weeks Marine, Inc., to install scour aprons 
over the berm instead of geotextile tubes along the 
entire length. This project is a prime example of 
Brennan’s ability to adapt and recommend solutions 
even as site conditions change.


