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Background
The National Park Service launched a rehabilitation project 
to replace the aging wharf on Anacapa Island, originally 
named “Anyapakh,” meaning “mirage” in the Chumash 
language. To improve safety, the National Park Service 
designed the new wharf with a vertical lifting platform that 
will allow visitors and staff to more easily transition between 
vessels and the dock.
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Project Description
J.F. Brennan Company, Inc. (Brennan) mobilized a 4 man dive team, surface-supplied air diving 
system, grouting system, and underwater tooling to Anacapa Island, part of the Channel Islands 
National Park, to assist JMG Constructors, LLC (JMG Constructors) in rehabilitating the wharf. 
Brennan’s tasks consisted of the underwater project components, installing new footings to 
facilitate JMG Constructors’ fender pile installation.
Before construction began, Brennan installed a Type III heavy-duty turbidity curtain around the 
work area to protect the surrounding waters from turbidity and potential grout releases during 
grouting operations. Divers then dredged to solid bedrock to begin proper formwork installation 
for the pile bases. 
Next, our divers drilled and installed rebar dowels, formwork, and pile pin installation at 
9 locations for the new boat landing. Working in coastal water depths up to 25 FT on an island 
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approximately 17 nautical miles from land had its challenges, including ever-changing tide and 
swell inside the cove and the logistics of getting supplies and tooling for the project via offshore 
crew boats and vessels.
The new dock, designed to last another 50 years, is about 2 FT higher than the existing landing 
and it can be raised an additional 3 FT in the event of rising sea levels. 
Managed by the National Park Service’s Denver Service Center, the wharf enhancements 
improve safety for park visitors, boosts operational efficiency, and preserves the island’s 
cultural, all while maintaining sustainability of the marine and terrestrial environments.
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