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Background on Block Island Wind Farm 
Block Island Wind Farm is the first commercial offshore wind 
farm in the United States. The wind farm is operated by 
Ørsted, a multinational power company based in Fredericia, 
Denmark.

Over the years, natural movement of the water unearthed the 
wind farm’s subsea cable from the seabed. Ørsted decided 
to shut down the wind farm to remove the existing cable and 
install new cable. Removing cable from the seabed requires 
careful planning and implementation, as it is critical to 
minimize disturbances to the seabed.

Project Challenges
	» Swells over 2 FT caused work to stop on several occasions. 

	» Our crews worked up to 14 HR days at times to take advantage of good weather and ensure the project 
was completed on time.

	» Highly customized safety requirements drove additional steps that our crews were more than willing to 
accommodate. In addition to standard offshore rescue training, basic fire fighter training, man-overboard 
drills, and Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)-approved personal floatation devices (PFDs), our crews 
worked to ensure thoroughly inspected and client-approved equipment, welded multiple secure points to 
the barge surface to secure all equipment (toolboxes, CONEXes, etc.), and developed an International 
Marine Contractors Association (IMCA) dive plan.

Project Statistics
	» 2,800 LF of export cable removed from seabed.

	» 8–10-man crews working 10–12 HR days (average) over 2 weeks
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Methods Used
	» Diving Services

	» Marine Transportation 
and Logistics

	» Demolition

	» Debris Removal

	» QA/QC Reporting

	» Community Engagement

Project Description
J.F. Brennan Company, Inc. (Brennan) was contracted by Ørsted to remove 2,800 LF of export cable from the 
Block Island Wind Farm (BIWF). For Brennan’s 8–10-man crews, the process took 2 weeks, working 10–12 HR 
days around high swells and varying weather conditions that limited work. 

Removal began from the shoreline as crews worked off a spud barge, moved out to sea via a tugboat. At 
1,400 FT offshore, our crews winched the export cable aboard the barge using a winch system and cut 100 FT 
sections as it was removed from the seabed. 

After the first 700 FT of cable was winched aboard, Brennan’s subcontractor, Fisher Offshore, used a 
controlled-flow excavator to unearth the remaining cable. With the cable removal complete, our crew then 
buried the cable’s bitter end. All cable sections were taken to a local scrap business for additional revenue.

As part of additional requested work, Brennan crews removed 4 concrete mattresses and installed 8 new 
concrete mattresses over a newly laid cable using a 100 TON crane.
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