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Port of La Crosse
A Gateway to the Inland Water System
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Did you Know:
Bringing commodities in by barge is efficient and  

environmentally friendly
It reduces traffic congestion and wear on La Crosse roads:
1 Million tons = 670 barges = 10,720 Rail Cars = 46,900 Large Semi tractors

Save fuel, save energy, reduce pollution
On one gallon of fuel, one ton can be moved*
»  647 miles by barge

»  477 miles by train
» 145 miles by truck

*According to the Texas Transportation Institute 
and National Waterways Foundation

Port of La Crosse
The Port of La Crosse is an international gateway for agriculture, 
construction, manufacturing, power production, and more. Situated at 
mile marker 697 on the Upper Mississippi River, more than 1 Million 
tons of commodities are transported by barge every year. This 
makes it the fourth largest port in the state of Wisconsin, as well as 
the state’s largest port on the Mississippi River.  

The surrounding region is very dependent on the commodities that 
arrive into the Port of La Crosse each year. Most commodities do 
not attract significant attention from the public, however, they are just 
as important to our daily lives as gasoline and electricity. 

Inbound Shipments
»» Asphalt for road construction

»» Cement for buildings and road construction

»» Coal for power production

»» Cottonseed as a source of cattle feed

»» Fertilizer for area farms

»» Pig Iron for Wisconsin foundries

»» Salt to melt road ice during the winter months

»» Other Bulk Products 

Outbound Shipments
»» Grain (Corn & Soybeans)
»» Specialty manufacturing 

 
The Port of La Crosse is important to area farmers.  Every year over  
20 million bushels of grain are loaded onto hopper barges where they begin 
an international journey. Also, area manufacturers can use the river for large 
shipments that would be too costly to transport by road or rail. 

Vessel Repair
Brennan Marine’s 300-ton floating dry dock is the largest of its kind north of 
St. Louis. Here towboats, barges, and other vessels receive critical repairs and 
shipyard services not found anywhere else in the region.


